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Counselor 



James Michel is the Counselor to the United States Agency for In- 
ternational Development. He returned to USAID in August 2009 af- 
ter an absence from public service of nine years. Since 2001 he 
had been an independent consultant in development cooperation 
and Senior Counsel to DPK Consulting, a division of ARD Inc. that 
specializes in support for good governance and the rule of law. 

He previously served in a number of senior management positions 
in his career with the United States Government, including as Dep- 
uty Legal Adviser, US Department of State (1977-1982), Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs 
(1983-1987), U.S. Ambassador to Guatemala (1987-1 989), USAID 
Assistant Administrator for Latin America and the Caribbean (1 990- 
1992), and Acting Deputy Administrator and Acting Administrator of 
USAID (1992-1993). 

From 1994 until 1999, he was Chair of the Development Assistance 
Committee of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and De- 
velopment, where he presided over the principal international forum 
for donor policy coordination. He returned to USAID in 1999 as 
Counselor to the Agency and left public service at the end of 2000. 

He received his J.D., cum laude, from Saint Louis University. He 
and his spouse. Conception Michel, reside in Falls Church, Virginia. 
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